
SEE INSIDE A MOUNTAIN 


On scenic US 221 
between Linville and Marion, NC 
just 4 miles south of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway - 

Exit Linville Falls Village marker & turnfeft oa US 221 













For centuries, the beauty that lay deep inside 
Humpback Mountain was unknown to most people. 

In 1822, the mysterious appearance of trout swim¬ 
ming in and out of the 
mountain led fishermen to 
explore the passageways 
within. Once inside the 
mountain, the explorers 
were captivated by the mil¬ 
lions of years of geological 
activity that surrounded 
them. Their pine torches 
illuminated the various for¬ 
mations and rooms whose ceilings “looked like the 
arch of some grand old cathedral.” 

During the Civil War, deserters from both 
armies hid out in the caverns. One area was a fairly 
large sandbar that the soldiers lived on. They built a 
fire in that section to cook their food and keep them 
warm. Some old tools and a cobbler’s bench were 
found there by the early explorers and it was believed 
these soldiers made or 
repaired shoes and traded 
their work to local folks 
in exchange for food and 
supplies. One thing they 
didn’t think about was 
where the smoke from 











Linville Caverns 

North Carolina’s 
Only Show Cavern 


Tobacco Leaves Formation 

Hours of Operation 

Nov.- March 9:00 - 4:30 

April, May, Sept., Oct. 9:00 - 5:00 

June 1 thru Labor Day 9:00 - 6:00 
Dec., Jan., Feb. Weekends Only 

1999-2000 ADMISSION RATES 

Adults.$5.00 

Children (5-12 yrs.).$3.00 

Seniors (62 & up).$4.00 

Special rates for groups of 25 or more 

(Toll Free) 1-800-419-0540 
828-756-4171 


Visit Our Web Site 
www.linvillecavems. com 
email - cavetwin@wnclink.com 
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the fire was going. The fissures in 
the ceiling drew the smoke out 
like a chimney draws smoke out 
of a fireplace. This led to the dis¬ 
covery and arrest of the soldiers. 

During the lifetime of 
Linville Caverns one element has 
played a primary role... water. 

Water containing carbon dioxide 
is responsible for dissolving the 
limestone and dolomite thus 
forming the natural passageways 
into the mountain. Water contain¬ 
ing mineral deposits formed the many stalactites and sta¬ 
lagmites that enhance the beauty of the caverns. Through 
the ages, these minerals have hardened into magnificent 
features such as columns, draperies, canopies, straws, and 
an array of icicle-like forms. 

Today, Linville Caverns remains an active, natural 
limestone cavern with new rock constantly growing and 
forming. Informative, half- 
hour guided tours leave just 
minutes apart throughout the 
day. Courteous and experi¬ 
enced guides take visitors 
along the well-lit, smooth 
level walk into the mountain 
and point out the most inter¬ 


esting formations, explain 
the history of the caverns, 
and answer all questions. 
With a constant year- 
round temperature of 52°, 
many forms of cave life 
exist in this balanced sub¬ 
terranean environment. 
Depending on the season, 
some of our visitors may 
get to see an Eastern 
Pipistrelle bat hanging 
from the ceiling, spot a crayfish in the underground 
stream or view the yearly winter hibernation of the 
grand-daddy long-legs. Each visitor is assured of 
seeing the trout inside the mountain and possibly 
catching a glimpse of a cave cricket along the walls. 

Our gift shop is located at the entrance to 
the mountain and features rock specimens, locally- 
made pottery, 
toys, souvenirs 
and a wide variety 
of gift items 
carved from onyx 
similar to the type 
of rock found in 
Linville Caverns. 


















